
1 

 

“Are You the Christ?” 

Luke 3:15-22 

 

 All of us have had experiences in life which filled us with great anticipation. Our passage 

from childhood into the world of adults; the successful completion of a part of our education; our 

engagement, marriage, and the birth of our first child; a change of leadership in our country; a 

reunion with a loved one we haven’t seen for years. All these things and many others create 

within us a sense of excitement, a sense of joy, a feeling of pleasure. 

 What is true for us today was true for those who lived in the past. They too, anticipated 

singular events that would have a lasting impact on their lives.  

 In our study of Luke’s Gospel, we have been looking at the ministry of John the Baptist. 

In an earlier study we noted the corruptness of the times in which John began his ministry. 

Roman society was almost completely debauched in its behavior, Roman rule in Judea, under 

Pontius Pilate, was most repressive, and even Israel’s religious system was hopelessly corrupted.  

 Put together the social and political corruption in the Roman Empire, along with the 

corruption in the religious ruling class and you gain some insight into the sad spiritual state of 

the people when John the Baptist burst onto the stage in the wilderness of Judea, near the mouth 

of the Jordan River. His unusual appearance and lifestyle singled him out as a prophet in the 

mold of Elijah. Can you imagine the longing, the anticipation in the Jewish heart for the coming 

of Messiah?  

 So, it seems logical that the question would arise concerning John – “Are you the 

Messiah; Are you the Christ?” That is the question that is raised in our text for today. We’ll be 

examining Luke chapter 3, verses 15 to 22. I’ve titled our study, “Are You the Christ?” I hope 

you’ll stay with me for our time of study in the Word. Listen now as I read God’s Word to us 

from Luke 3:15-22.  

 Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for the privilege we have of calling you our 

Father. Thank you for the blood of Jesus, your Son and our Savior, that cleanses us from sin and 

makes us holy and without blame before you.  

 We come to you now in the name of Jesus and through the blood of Jesus, asking for the 

anointing of your Holy Spirit. We confess that we are not able to understand your truth in the 
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limitations of our carnal mind. So we ask that you would give us the mind of Christ in order that 

we may better understand your Word to us. Bless my friend and me with an understanding heart. 

I ask this in the precious name of Jesus, Amen.  

 

 Our text contains several PROCESSES that provide the answer to the question, “Are You 

the Christ?”  

 

The First PROCESS is, 

 The People’s Expectation 

 Verse 14 of our text states clearly that “…the people were in expectation…” We may ask, 

“In expectation of what? The last part of verse 15 tells us; they were reflecting on the possibility 

that John was the promised One, the Anointed One, the Christ. They were mulling over in their 

minds the Old Testament promises of a Deliverer, a prophet like Moses.  

 They had so many prophecies of this coming deliverer! Beginning with the obscure 

reference in Genesis 3:15 and growing ever clearer down through the centuries, Israel’s prophets, 

especially Isaiah and Jeremiah had proclaimed the news that One would come who would purify 

the people and gather them to Himself in great glory. The heart of every faithful Jewish person 

yearned for that day when this Promised One would come and restore peace and prosperity to 

their nation. Many faithful ones like aged Simeon and Anna faithfully prayed for the fulfillment 

of the promises.  

 From history we learn that Malachi’s prophecy was the last recorded communication 

from God to Israel until the writing of Matthew’s Gospel. The period between the Old and New 

Testaments is often referred to as “The 400 Years of Silence.” If you want a synopsis of what 

happened historically during this time, you can read the book of Daniel, as his visions of 

successive world empires came to pass just as God revealed it to him. 

 For most of this time, Israel was under the domination of foreign powers. From time to 

time there were attempts made to throw off the shackles of these pagan rulers. The most 

successful of these attempts was led by Judah the Maccabee. It was his victory over the Greek-

Syrian armies in 165 BC that led to the cleansing of the Temple, the reinstitution of the daily 

sacrifices, and what we know today as the festival of Hanukkah. After Judah the Maccabee’s 
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death, his brother Simon had a measure of success and was able to push the Seleucids out of 

Judea until 63 BC, when Romans took over.  

 So John comes on the scene after several decades of increasingly oppressive Roman rule 

and the people are looking for a Messiah, a Deliverer - the Anointed One. I pointed out in an 

earlier message the deep longing for deliverance that possessed the hearts of the Jewish people.  

 Luke’s record doesn’t tell us that the people asked John point-blank whether or not he 

was the Christ. But his answer shows us clearly that he understood their thoughts. John’s Gospel 

tells us that the religious leaders from Jerusalem asked him plainly, “Who are you?” In response, 

John stated specifically, “I am not the Christ.” And then he reminded them of the prophecy of 

Isaiah 40:3; “The voice of him that cries in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”   

 The expectation of the people who were responding to John’s ministry leads us to the 

second process in answering the question, “Are You the Christ?” 

 

The Second PROCESS is, 

 John the Baptist’s Explanation 

 In verses 16 to 18 of our text, John explains, not who he is, but rather, who he is not! In 

the first part of his explanation he points out that the baptism he is performing is only with water. 

We must understand John’s comments, not as being disparaging to water baptism, but rather, 

showing that the baptism he was offering was inferior to the baptism that Christ would bring. We 

must keep John’s words in their proper context, still under the Old Covenant. 

 John understood that his ministry was a ministry of preparation. It was of a temporary 

nature. As a forerunner of Messiah, he was not to be the center of attention. He is like an official 

herald proclaiming the coming of the king, of a monarch at the head of his army. The general 

idea is that all obstructions were to be removed, so that the march would be without 

embarrassment. John’s ministry was to address whatever there was in the opinions, the habits, 

the conduct, in the pride, self-confidence, and irreligion of the nation that would prevent his 

cordial reception. These needed to be removed. All obstructions were to be removed. 

 The initial use of this imagery by Isaiah refers to the return of the captives of Judah after 

the 70 years on Babylon. God would prepare the way before them so they could safely return 
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home. Now, bring that imagery over into John’s era. John’s ministry would do the same thing in 

a spiritual sense. It would bring a new understanding of who God is and what His plans are for 

those who accept His call. He would prepare the way for King Jesus and all who would follow in 

His army from that day until the end of the age.  

 John goes on to say “…one mightier than I is coming. He is so much greater and so much 

more powerful than me. He is so mighty I am not even worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals.” 

To loosen the strap of sandals was the work of the lowliest slave. John saw himself as unworthy 

to perform this most menial task. Describing himself in this way would certainly not leave the 

impression of messianic potential with the people.  

 Next, John contrasts the water baptism he was offering with the baptism that Jesus would 

initiate. “He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” The baptism that John offered 

was a symbol of the repentant heart, but as yet, there was no inward power to maintain that 

repentance; only the Holy Spirit can provide that power. And He had not yet been given.  

 So what did John mean by the phrase “…with the Holy Spirit and fire”? There may be 

more than one possible explanation for this phrase, but let’s look at the immediate context. The 

very next verse uses the imagery of the threshing floor and the separation of wheat and chaff! 

 Interestingly, the Greek text uses only one article before the words “…the Holy Spirit and 

fire.” This seems to imply that these two were part of the same baptism. Thomas Constable 

explains, “It is probably [a reference to] the baptism that Jesus will initiate when He returns to 

earth as the messianic King but which He initiated from heaven as a fore view of that event on 

the day of Pentecost. John's water baptism prefigured Jesus' baptism. John's reference to 

unquenchable fire implies eternal judgment. Jesus will be the stronger One who judges, not just 

God.” Dr. Constables explanation is a reasonable one.  

 Remember, John is talking about events yet in the future; we call that prophecy. As we 

have noted before, prophecy can often have more than one fulfillment. When John spoke of 

being baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire we can immediately think of what happened on 

the day of Pentecost. Acts 2:3 says “And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 

and it sat on each of them.” So it could well be that John was referring to this event. But it is also 

clearly more than that. 
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 You will recall that on the Day of Pentecost Peter, in Acts 2:17, quoted the Prophet Joel. 

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 

your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in 

those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will show wonders in heaven above, and 

signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: The sun shall be turned into 

darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: And it 

shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

 Now obviously the wonders in the heavens and the blood, and the fire, and the smoke 

were not present on that Day of Pentecost. So we conclude, not that Peter was in error, but that 

there will be more than one fulfillment of this prophecy. There will yet be a complete fulfillment 

of all that the Prophet Joel predicted by inspiration of the Spirit! Rest assured, there will be a 

complete fulfillment of the words of John the Baptist recorded for us here in verse seventeen.  

 Every one of John’s listeners would have been able to picture in his or her mind the 

imagery of the threshing floor. They could picture the circle of hard-packed earth, swept clean 

and ready to receive the first bundles of grain still on the stalks.  

 They all knew what happened there, how the valuable, life-giving kernels of grain were 

separated from the worthless husks – by hand or with the aid or animals. After the grains were 

beaten out of the heads, the straw was gathered off and saved for animal fodder and other uses. 

Then the remaining mixture of grain and chaff was tossed into the air from a winnowing shovel 

(actually, it was a basket designed especially for the process, not a shovel like we think of in the 

West). The wind blew away the chaff as the heavier grain settled to the threshing floor. The 

precious grain was then gathered up, put into storage containers and placed in the family granary.  

 John says the baptism Jesus initiates will begin a process of separation, of winnowing, 

that is still going on in the world today! He will completely cleanse His threshing floor; He will 

gather the wheat into his granary; he will burn the chaff, the refuse, with unquenchable fire. At 

other places in the Scriptures “unquenchable fire” is the picture of eternal punishment.  

 Verse 18 tells us that in addition to his explanation, John also provides exhortation. 

Although these exhortations are not recorded here for us, we can certainly conclude that he 
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would have continued to give this Coming One, the Messiah, His rightful place. In John’s Gospel 

and chapter 3 there is record of some of John the Baptist’s further exhortation.  

 Commenting on John’s ministry Dr. Darrell Bock writes, "John illustrates how the 

proclaimer of the Word should perform his task. The preacher must bear good news as well as 

news that exposes sin. Some preachers in the past tended to emphasize sin so much that one 

wondered where grace might be found. Today our problem is the opposite: being able to confront 

people with their accountability and culpability before God.” We’ll see John do just that in the 

next process of our consideration. 

 As I said earlier, in these three verses of our text, John never explicitly says “I am not the 

Christ.” But what he does say leaves no doubt in the minds of his hearers. His explanation leads 

us to the next process. 

 

The Next PROCESS is, 

 Herod’s Confrontation 

 It may seem to us at first glance that this detail is out of place in Luke’s narrative. After 

all, we know that John baptized Jesus before John was arrested and imprisoned by Herod. I can’t 

say for sure why the Holy Spirit inspired Luke to present this detail at this particular point in the 

narrative, but here’s one idea. Herod was a public example of what John had just said to the 

people in the analogy of the threshing floor.  

 John’s stern message of warning to Herod was characteristic of his prophetic ministry. In 

his previous words he had offered the possibility of repentance. But he also warned those who 

refused that offer, that the only other option was certain judgment. And that’s still true today; 

either you repent and follow Christ or you are under His judgment.  

 Herod was partly Jewish. He knew that it was not lawful for him to have his brother’s 

wife. When John confronted him with his evil deeds, and his need for repentance, he did what 

many powerful politicians do today when someone confronts them with their misdeeds – attempt 

to destroy the messenger! The winnowing, the sifting was taking place and Herod, by his 

choices, was on his way to the unquenchable fire.  

 Another possibility for including this information here is that the ministry of John is 

clearly a type of the ministry of Jesus. From the beginning of Luke’s Gospel we’ve been seeing a 
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constant comparison of the ministries of these two men. Howard Marshall, in his commentary on 

Luke, writes: "John's prophetic call, his ministry in fulfillment of Scripture, his preaching to all 

classes in society, his falling foul of Herod, and his ultimate fate all have their counterparts in the 

career of Jesus."  

 One final point before we leave this process of Herod’s confrontation. When John was 

arrested, so early in his ministry, most people would have concluded that he was not the 

Messiah. After all, what good is a messiah who gets arrested for confronting a king about his 

adultery? John’s arrest may be noted here in order to reinforce the fact that he was NOT the 

Messiah. This leads us to the final process. 

 

The Final PROCESS is, 

 The Father’s Affirmation 

 In verses 21 and 22 Luke states that after all the people were baptized, Jesus presented 

Himself for baptism. Luke must mean all who were baptized on that specific day, because 

according to John chapter 3, John the Baptist baptized others later at a later date. Matthew may 

have used this terminology to note the baptism of Jesus as the high-point of John’s ministry.  

 Matthew records John the Baptist’s reluctance to baptize Jesus but Luke does not. Luke 

simply states that Jesus was baptized, and then he adds a detail that is not found in the other 

Gospel records – that Jesus was praying. Remember, Luke is writing to a primarily Gentile 

audience, and as we will see, he seems to have a special interest in Jesus’ prayer life. Jesus’ 

prayers help us to see that in His humanity He had a conscious dependence on His Father. We 

will also notice as we progress in our study of Luke’s Gospel that this is only the first of many 

important events that happened while Jesus was praying. Surely, that reality should impress on 

us our need of prayer!  

 Immediately after His baptism, as He was praying and coming up out of the water, the 

heaven was opened. Here we have the beginning of the Father’s affirmation. The opening of the 

heavens indicated divine intervention into human history with revelation. God Himself had not 

intervened this way for many centuries. Luke's original readers, with their background in Greek 

mythology, would have had a special interest in this intervention. The Greek gods supposedly 

intervened in human affairs occasionally. 
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 Next, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in a bodily form that resembled a dove. The 

dove is first introduced to us in Genesis 8:8 to 12 as a messenger of peace. So the descent of the 

Spirit in the form of a dove highlights the coming of God’s peaceful Spirit to empower Jesus for 

ministry. Interestingly, while all 4 Gospel writers include a reference to the Spirit descending 

like a dove, only Luke writes the words “…in a bodily form.” Again, we note that distinction 

would have been significant to Luke’s predominantly Greek/Gentile audience.   

 The Prophet Isaiah uses this word-picture of gentleness and peace in chapter 42 of his 

prophecy. He writes; “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor 

lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break and the 

smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not fail nor 

be discouraged, until he has set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.” 

Isaiah 61:1 would also support this conclusion. Clearly, Jesus first coming was primarily (but not 

exclusively) a ministry of peace.  

 There is also the symbolism of peace becoming available to those who would accept the 

ministry of Jesus. Recall the words of Jesus in John 14:27. “Peace I leave with you, my peace I 

give unto you: not like the world gives, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 

it be afraid.” It is also instructive to note that Jesus’ ministry began with the descent of the Holy 

Spirit upon Him. The pattern was repeated on the day of Pentecost, when the disciples were 

empowered for ministry; and the same happens today as individual Believers are empowered for 

ministry. Jesus’ example set a precedent for us.  

 As the Spirit of God was descending upon Jesus, the very voice of God speaks from the 

heavens; “You are my beloved Son, in you I take great pleasure.” I understand the thought here 

to be not so much God’s personal enjoyment of Jesus, but rather His stamp of approval and favor 

upon His ministry.  

 It is important for us to note in this event the presence of all three persons in the Trinity: 

the Son, Jesus, being baptized; the Holy Spirit, in the visible form of a dove; and the Father’s 

voice from heaven. What a moment of affirmation! For Jesus to know that He had the full 

approval of His Father and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit was an awesome confirmation 

of His calling.  



9 

 

So, you may ask, what is the central point of this teaching? The primary application of this text 

comes in its Christology. Many in our world respect Jesus as a religious teacher of great 

significance, and even placing him among the top religious teachers of all time. Others 

acknowledge him as a prophet, giving him a seat in a rather limited club of those who foretell the 

future. But, you know, as high as these notes of respect are, they pale in comparison to the 

biblical portrait. Luke shows us that Jesus is not like anyone who came before him or anyone 

since. The Hall of Religious Fame into which he is placed has only one portrait in it - His. There 

have been other great teachers, prophets, and kings, but there is only one who has combined all 

of those roles as God's Son. 

 And that leads us to this question; “Who is Jesus to you?” You see, that’s the point of this 

whole discussion. John clearly stated that he was NOT the Christ, and then God clearly 

demonstrated, at Jesus’ baptism, that Jesus was and is the Christ. So, all that’s really left to 

discuss is your response to the fact that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God.  

 Now I want to be clear, I’m not asking you if you went an altar in a church in response to 

an invitation to accept Christ as your personal Savior. I’m not asking you if you prayed what is 

often called “the sinner’s prayer.” It’s not that there’s anything wrong with those things. I just 

know it’s possible to go through those actions and remain a sinner! Too many people today have 

done those things in the past but their life today bears no evidence of a change.  

 What I want to know is whether or not you have a relationship with Jesus that makes 

your life different than it was before. Is it your goal in life to glorify God by walking faithfully in 

obedience to Jesus and the commands He’s given us in the New Testament?  

 Do you walk differently, talk differently, drive differently, do your work differently, 

dress differently, and conduct your family life differently than you did before you met Jesus? Are 

the resources He’s entrusted to you, your possessions, at His disposal so He can use them to 

touch others with the Gospel and also meet their physical needs?   

 John warned his hearers to bring for fruits worthy of repentance; and then he spelled out 

for them what that meant in practical, everyday living. If you and I claim to believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of the Living God, then it MUST make a difference in the way we live!  

 


