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“Love, Forgiveness, and Worship” 

Luke 7:36-50 

 

 Marghanita Laski was one of the best-known secular humanists and novelists in England 

during the 20
th

 century. Born into a family of prominent Jewish intellectuals, she was an avowed 

atheist. Not long before she died in 1988, she was doing a television interview and in a moment 

of surprising candor, she said, "What I envy most about you Christians is your forgiveness; I 

have nobody to forgive me."  

 What looked to the entire world like a successful life, a notable life for Ms. Laski, was 

actually a stunted and misshapen life; a life cut-off from the greatest gift humanity has ever been 

given – forgiveness. How tragic that one’s own refusal to believe in the existence of God would 

cut them off from the only source of genuine forgiveness! 

 It’s sad, but Ms. Laski’s tragic choice is repeated millions of times the world over. Some 

people have no awareness of their need. They see themselves as “good” people who don’t really 

need forgiveness. After all, they haven’t been that bad! There are others who have a keen sense 

of their need of forgiveness but don’t know where to go to find it. The first group, the “good” 

people, is the hardest to reach with the hope of the Gospel.  

 In our continuing study from Luke’s gospel, we come to an account that deals with the 

meaning of forgiveness; it source, its effects, and its results. It is the record of Jesus being 

anointed in Simon the Pharisee’s house. Our text is Luke 7:36 to 50 and I’ve titled our study 

“Love, Forgiveness, and Worship.” Listen now to the Holy Scripture, Luke 7:36 to 50. 

 

 This moving account in the life of Jesus reveals the LINKS that bind the relationship of 

love, forgiveness, and worship.  

 

 Before we look at the first link in this chain that binds love, forgiveness, and worship 

together, I want to point out the setting for this account. Jesus had closed his teaching session 

just previous to this in verse 35, where He said; “But wisdom is justified of all her children.” 

 Jesus said wisdom is vindicated or authenticated in the lives of her children. Here is a 

case in point of what Jesus had just described happening in verse 34. Jesus reached out to a 

sinner only to receive criticism from a fastidious Pharisee.  
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The First LINK (in the relationship of love, forgiveness, and worship) is, 

 Attitude 

 I begin with attitude because the mind is the seat of volition or will; it is where all our 

choices begin. While we cannot see into a person’s mind or heart, their words and their actions 

reveal their underlying attitudes. By examining the words and deeds of the principle players in 

this mealtime drama we learn a lot about them individually, as well as making the connection 

between love, forgiveness, and worship.  

 The opening scene in verse 36 has Jesus being invited to the home of a Pharisee for a 

meal. We learn later in the text that the Pharisee’s name is Simon. As I said, we don’t really 

know the reason behind this invitation. Was it proper social custom? Perhaps. We know that 

during this time, it would’ve been accepted, and even expected, for a leading Pharisee in the 

community to invite a distinguished, visiting “Teacher” or “Prophet” into his home. We know 

the term, prophet, was being used in connection with Jesus because of Simon’s response in verse 

39 and because of earlier references in Luke’s gospel.  

 Was Simon’s invitation given out of curiosity? Did he have a sincere desire to learn, or 

was this simply a setting in which the host hoped to gain more reasons to reject Jesus’ claims 

about Himself and His ministry? I can’t say for sure. But the subsequent events reveal to us 

something about Simon’s attitudes.  

 First, the text reveals that he considered himself superior to both Jesus and the woman 

who was a sinner. Let’s examine these in the order they’re given.  

 Simon concluded that if Jesus were truly a prophet He should’ve known who and what 

kind of woman was touching Him because, in Simon’s words, “she is a sinner.” Simon knew 

who she was and his superior knowledge elevated him above this One the common people 

proclaimed as a prophet. No respectable Jewish man, and especially a prophet, would allow 

himself to be touched by such a woman. So Simon concluded he was morally superior to Jesus.  

 Verse 37 introduces this woman, whose name we never learn, as “…a woman in the city 

who was a sinner.” Some commentators put the worst possible construction on this and accuse 

her of prostitution, etcetera. The text says nothing of the kind. It just says she was a sinner. This 

was a common enough designation in the vocabulary of the Pharisees. Anyone who did not keep 

the law according to their standard was considered a sinner.  
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 Remember the running conversation in John’s gospel after Jesus healed the blind man? 

Because Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath day they concluded that He had to be a sinner 

because He violated their law (that’s John 9:16). But others said “How can a man that is a sinner 

do such miracles?” Later they spoke to the man who had been healed and said, “…we know that 

this man (Jesus) is a sinner.”  

 The blind man responded by saying “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if 

any man be a worshipper of God, and does His will, him God hears…If this man were not of 

God, He could do nothing.” Because the Jews couldn’t refute the evidence of his healing or the 

logic of his argument, they tried to destroy his reputation by kicking him out of the synagogue. 

In so doing, they made him, in their eyes, a sinner just like the woman in our text – someone 

beneath them and worthy of contempt.  

 We will see as we progress through this text the linkage between love, forgiveness, and 

worship. We will understand why Simon did not, and could not, experience these vital 

relationships in the way God intended - because of his wrong attitudes. 

 What about the woman’s attitudes? Why would she behave in such a fashion? Why 

would she risk public ridicule by her actions? Obviously, she had been touched profoundly in her 

spirit and soul by Jesus’ ministry and message prior to this event! I don’t want to say much about 

her actions because that is the next link in the chain that binds these elements of relationship. But 

we see in her actions and her manner of coming, an attitude of humility and deep gratefulness. 

And we will see how they led her from forgiveness, to love, to worship.   

 Finally, we consider the attitudes of Jesus. Even though He has been criticized by the 

Pharisees, He reveals His own attitude of compassion to all people by accepting Simon’s 

invitation. Simon eventually discovered that Jesus knew his thoughts and his attitudes. But even 

with Jesus’ foreknowledge, He still accepted the invitation. Jesus spoke to Simon about the error 

of his assumptions. He did it in a gentle, yet firm way, showing his love and concern for him.  

 He also reveals His compassion toward the woman. Jesus does not show any sign of 

discomfort with this unusual attention. He did not try to stop the woman from doing what she 

did. But He did point out to Simon the underlying attitude that motivated her actions.  
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 Which character best exemplifies your attitudes; Simon, the woman, or Jesus? I don’t 

want you to give the right answer, the one you know you should. No, I want you to think 

seriously about your responses to those around you and see which attitude really motivates you!  

 As I evaluate my own life I must confess that too often I find myself identifying with 

Simon. I judge myself on the basis of the standard of righteousness I’ve set for myself, rather 

than the standard God sets in His Word. I tend to evaluate others on the basis of my 

understanding and lifestyle choices. I wrongly take comfort in knowing there are many people 

who are less obedient to God’s Word than I am. My focus is on the wrong thing.  

 Judging others by my standard elevates me in my own eyes and causes me to become 

proud; and God hates pride. Often, like Simon, I fail to realize how much I’ve been forgiven. 

Then God brings me to a place of brokenness, a place where I can see the sinfulness of my own 

heart and attitudes. And, like this woman, I marvel at God’s grace to me. When I see myself 

from God’s perspective, my attitude toward myself and others changes; and so do my actions. 

 

The Second LINK (in the relationship of love, forgiveness, and worship) is, 

 Action 

 Now let’s return to the beginning of the account and look at what actually took place – 

and a few things that didn’t take place. Simon invited Jesus to his house for a meal. But there 

were a number of things that Simon did not do for Jesus. But let’s leave Simon for the moment, 

and focus on the actions of the woman. Jesus will use her actions as a contrast to Simon’s. 

 The mealtime scene presented here is foreign to us but was totally familiar to the 

characters in this story. It was not uncommon for a setting like this to be open to the public. The 

Pharisee’s house was most likely well known in the town and with the privilege of hosting an 

important teacher, the news of the event would’ve spread quickly through the community. Only a 

relative few were invited to participate in the meal. But those not invited to the meal were free to 

enter the house, listen to the conversation, interact with the guests and the host, and leave again 

at their convenience.  

 Now, unfortunately, paintings like Da Vinci’s “Last Supper” and other works of art, give 

us a mistaken impression of what a typical Middle Eastern meal was like. If those invited to 
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Simon’s house had gathered around a table, western style, the way you and I normally do, the 

woman would’ve needed to crawl under the table to reach Jesus’ feet. That’s not how it was. 

 In this setting the tables most likely were arranged in a U-shape so the servants could 

easily enter the open end to serve the food. The dinner guests reclined on low couches, generally 

resting on the left elbow with the knees bent so the feet rested near the edge of the couch. 

Immediately behind the guests would’ve been space for walking and then the outside wall of the 

room. It was along this outside wall that the onlookers would gather. Reclining in this way, the 

feet of Jesus were readily accessible to this woman as she entered the house.  

 So the woman enters, goes directly to Jesus and stands behind Him, weeping. She has 

with her an alabaster box of perfumed oil. It seems clear that she came with the intention of 

anointing Jesus as an act of her devotion. But what happens before the actual anointing seems to 

be spontaneous! 

 As she stands at Jesus’ feet weeping, the flow of her tears begins (according to Vincent’s 

Word Studies) to ‘wet’ the feet of Jesus like rain. In response, she wipes away the tears from His 

feet with her hair, and begins to kiss them repeatedly with affectionate tenderness. Finally, she 

unseals the bottle and anoints His feet with the perfumed oil.   

 Have you ever been in a situation where you became uncomfortable with someone’s 

unique expression of love for the Lord Jesus? And if so, why? I know in my own experience 

there have been times when someone else’s exuberance or fervor has reminded me of the 

shallowness of my own love for the Lord. Even though I wanted to respond to the Lord in a 

certain way, I didn’t want people to think that I was just putting on a show. This woman didn’t 

care about what the onlookers said or did; she had one goal in mind – to worship her Lord.  

 As I picture this scene in my mind, I wonder, did the room become suddenly quiet as this 

woman began her acts of devotion? I’m not sure, but Simon’s thoughts are revealed to us in 

verse 39. When he saw this woman he knew who she was, and he immediately came to some 

conclusions about who Jesus was.  

 Jesus, knowing his thoughts, turns to him and says, “Simon, I have something I want to 

say to you.” After He received Simon’s permission, Jesus gave the illustration of the lender and 

the borrowers in verses 41 and 42. With this illustration Jesus sets the stage for the teaching He 

is about to give to Simon and all those in the room.  
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 A certain money-lender had two borrowers who owed him money. One of them owed 

him 500 denari (the wages of about a year and a half), and the other owed him a tenth of that 

(about 2 months wages). Both of these borrowers arrived at the point where they had no 

resources with which to pay their debts. So the money-lender graciously forgave them. He was 

not obligated to do that. He could’ve confiscated their property, sold their families, and thrown 

them into prison! But instead, he forgave the debts. 

 “Which of them,” Jesus asked, “will love the money-lender most?” If we take Jesus’ 

words at face value, what do they suggest? That those who have gone deeper into the physical 

acts of sin will automatically have a greater love for God than those who, though unsaved, lived 

morally good lives? That is not biblical! Consider Paul’s words in Romans 6:1: “Shall we 

continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid!” Should we go deeper into sin so we 

experience more of God’s grace so we love Him more? That’s absurd!  

 Instead, what we have here, according to Alfred Edersheim, is Jesus entering into 

Simon’s own mode of reasoning; which was common among the Pharisees. And Simon 

acknowledges this by saying, “I take it that it is he who was forgiven the most.” He seems to be 

realizing the trap he was setting for himself! He who considered himself so far above this woman 

in his love for God was about to be shown the true nature of his heart.  

 After acknowledging Simon’s answer, Jesus turns to the woman and begins to contrast 

her actions with Simon’s lack of action. He reminded Simon that as a guest in his home it was 

only common courtesy to offer Him water to wash His feet or, better yet, to have a slave do it; 

but Simon had not offered the most basic courtesy. Yet this woman wet His feet with her tears of 

joy and dried them with her hair. 

 William Klaussen notes that among Jews of the Second Temple period, a kiss of greeting 

was not the general practice. It was reserved as a special sign of respect and honor to a guest. 

Surely, Jesus was worthy of such a sign of respect, but Simon had not given it. Yet the woman 

kissed Jesus’ feet repeatedly as a sign of submission and devotion.  

 To anoint the head with oil was a symbol of deep regard and honor. Here Luke uses an 

interesting wordplay to highlight the difference between Simon and the woman. Verse 46 says 

“My head (the noblest part of the body) with [ordinary olive] oil you did not anoint: but this 

woman has anointed my feet (the lowliest part of the body) with [costly – perfumed] oil.” Surely, 



7 

 

Simon, in your reasoning, she has received much more benefit than you did from Me. Her love 

and devotion prove it. This makes Simon appear as the greater sinner of the two! 

 Simon’s attitudes toward the woman are clearly stated in this text. Not so his attitudes 

toward Jesus. But all these omissions, this lack of actions by Simon, reveal his attitude toward 

Jesus. It was what he didn’t do that helps us better understand the links between forgiveness, 

love, and worship. 

 

The Final LINK (in the relationship of love, forgiveness, and worship) is, 

 Assurance 

 Jesus continues to speak to Simon in verse 47, saying, “[As a result of her actions based 

on your reasoning] her sins, which she acknowledges are many, have already been forgiven; for 

she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loves only a little.” Jesus delicately 

omits Simon’s name from the last part of the sentence but the inference is unmistakable. Simon’s 

little love meant that, in his rationale, “little” was being forgiven. 

 In the closing verses of the text Jesus finally speaks directly to the woman. In this whole 

drama, He speaks only two sentences to her, and they are short ones. The first one is in verse 48; 

“Your sins [have been = past tense] completely forgiven.” What a word of assurance! Jesus’ 

statement indicates that her cleansing had already taken place, and there were continuing results 

of that cleansing. The woman obviously knew and felt that, because what flowed from that 

forgiveness was a spontaneous act of love and worship. 

 If the text ended here we could make the mistake of believing that she had earned her 

great forgiveness by her great love. That would’ve fit Simon’s understanding but not Jesus’ way. 

 In verse 50 He says to her; “Your faith has saved you…” It was the woman’s faith that 

saved her. The love and worship she lavished on Jesus were the result of realizing how much 

she’d been forgiven.  

 Jesus’ final words to her are, “…go into peace.” Isn’t that a wonderful expression? Not 

just, “Go in peace.” But “Go into peace.”  That is, go forth from this day into a life no longer 

filled with guilt and turmoil of heart. The verb tense used here shows Jesus urging her to go forth 

into a continuing condition or state of peace! Only those who truly acknowledge their sin and 

guilt know the joy of this condition.  
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 Reading Jesus’ statement brings to mind the words of Romans 8:16; “The Spirit Himself 

bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” What a wonderful confirmation. 

It is this assurance of peace, resulting from the love and forgiveness of God that motivates 

genuine worship!  

 In the remaining moments of our time together, let’s reflect on how this text applies to 

you and me today.  

 Have you ever wished you could have a greater love for the Lord? I have. Have you ever 

wished you could find it easier to forgive yourself and others? I have. Have you ever longed for 

your worship of the Lord Jesus to be deeper and more sincere? I have. And I assume that you too 

have longed for these kinds of things. Meditating on this text, allowing God to speak truth to our 

spirits, and then submitting in obedience to Him will help us see those longings become reality.  

 As you read through this account, whom do you identify with the most, Simon or the 

woman? Simon was a sinner, just as much in need of forgiveness as the woman. But he didn’t 

see it that way. Because he was religious and outwardly conformed to a moral standard he saw 

himself as a righteous man. He had a code of conduct to follow that he believed would make him 

acceptable to God. He had little time or respect for those who did not meet his standard of 

righteousness. He failed to see the sin and deceit in his own heart. 

 In stark contrast, the woman saw herself through the eyes of Jesus. She knew the 

depravity of her own heart. She knew the weight of her guilt and shame. Then she heard Jesus’ 

message of repentance; His offer of unconditional love and forgiveness to any and all who would 

receive it. She knew she was not worthy of the gifts Jesus offered, but she reached out in faith, 

according to verse 50, and accepted the offer.  

 As a result, her life was filled with overflowing love and peace. She, who had nothing 

without Jesus, now had everything. And her lavish expressions of worship and devotion sprang 

spontaneously from her cleansed heart and life. Because worship is really about understanding 

who we are in relationship to God!  

 If you and I long for a greater love for the Lord and greater expression of worship and 

devotion, it begins with our attitudes. It begins by being honest with ourselves about who we 

really are. Since “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” we have no claim to 

superiority over those we may consider to be the worst of sinners. Jesus made it clear, in the 
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Sermon on the Mount and other Scriptures, that our thoughts, motives, and intentions make us 

just as culpable as those who follow through with the physical acts of sin.  

 If you and I take time to quiet our hearts before the Lord and allow Him to search us, like 

Simon we may not like what we see. Pride, selfishness, bitterness, lust, a focus on the temporal 

rather than the eternal, an unforgiving spirit, and the determination to be our own “boss,” are just 

some of the things He may reveal. We may realize that our outward demonstration of religion 

masks a heart that is desperately in need of repentance and forgiveness. And when you and I 

realize the depths of our own depravity we will cry out to Him for undeserved mercy. We will 

become keenly aware of the need for inner cleansing that leads to revitalized Christian living. 

 The realization of our own need and that Christ is the only one who can meet it, will 

transform our attitudes. And as we noted before, attitude motivates actions. Our worship will 

become more sincere, more spontaneous, as we dwell on the reality of Christ’s love and 

forgiveness. Praise will well up in our hearts and escape our lips as we reflect on God’s goodness 

to us. We will become less concerned about what others think of us and more concerned with the 

knowledge that God knows us completely.  

 This transformation will also enable us to see others through the eyes of Jesus instead of 

the distorted vision of our own self-righteousness. It will cause us to think the best of others and 

to offer them a hand up out of the same pit from which we’ve been rescued.  

 Seeing each human being as made in the image of God will cause you and me to be 

respectful, courteous, and hospitable to all whom God brings our way. It will cause us to reject 

partiality in our dealings with others based on social, economic, or religious status. It will enable 

us to appreciate the varied backgrounds and experiences of other people. Their spiritual journey, 

though perhaps far different than our own, will become a source of encouragement and blessing.  

 When we begin to experience these changes in our lives you and I will have a stronger, 

deeper assurance of own salvation. You know, many people struggle with the assurance of their 

salvation; why? Is it because God’s promises are unclear? Or is it because some of them are 

trying to live a righteous life the way Simon did; out of his own moral goodness. That never 

works; it never results in faith, peace, and assurance!  

 The reality is, we must allow Christ to take control of our lives and live His life through 

us. Like the woman in this account, we will know when that happens. We will find joy in 
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obeying God’s commands. Instead of reacting with jealousy, we will find ourselves rejoicing in 

God’s blessing in the lives of others. We will listen carefully to the ideas and opinions of others 

to see what we can learn. We will discover joy in putting others ahead of ourselves and giving 

them opportunities to use their gifts of ministry. When that begins to happen we will gain a firm, 

settled assurance that God is working in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.   

 My friend, these LINKS of attitude, action, and assurance confirm the binding 

relationship between love, forgiveness, and worship. They help you and me to understand how 

we can have a deeper love for God and renewed reverence for His name and person. But that will 

only happen if we commit ourselves to allowing the Holy Spirit of God to forge those links in the 

forge of life’s experiences.  

 Will you be like Simon or the woman who was a sinner? 

 Heavenly Father, thank you so much for including this account in Holy Scripture, your 

revelation of yourself to us. Thank you for revealing the danger of self-righteousness and its 

detrimental effect on our relationships; with You and with others. Thank you for showing us our 

great need for forgiveness, and for providing peace to our troubled souls.  

 And now, Father, as my friend and I reflect on this teaching, place within our hearts the 

desire and power to embrace whatever your Spirit has spoken. May our lives, from this day 

forward, be a more accurate reflection of your love and forgiveness. And may our worship 

overflow from a hear full of gratitude to you. This I ask in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 


