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“Hiding in Plain Sight” 
Luke 8:16-21 

 

 

 

 Regine is a woman originally from Rwanda. Regine came to Christ while reading her 

sister’s Bible during the genocide that ravaged her country in 1994. After fleeing to Canada for 

refuge, she met her husband, Gordon. After their marriage, they decided to return to Rwanda to 

show the love of Christ to the people who had once been Regine’s enemies.  

 After they had served there for a time, Regine met a woman whose only son was killed 

during that awful time of destruction. She was consumed with grief and hate and bitterness. 

"God," she prayed, "reveal my son’s killer."  

 One night she dreamed she was going to heaven. But there was a complication: in order 

to get to heaven she had to pass through a certain house. She had to walk down the street, enter 

the house through the front door, go through its rooms, up the stairs, and out the back door. She 

asked God whose house this was. "It’s the house," he told her, "of your son’s killer." God 

showed her that the road to heaven passed through the house of her enemy.  

 Two nights later, there was a knock at her door. She opened it to find a young man she 

didn’t know. He was about her son’s age. He said, "I’m the one who killed your son. Since that 

day, I’ve had no life. No peace. So here I am. I am placing my life in your hands. Kill me. I’m 

dead already. Throw me in jail. I’m in prison already. Torture me. I’m in torment now. Do with 

me as you wish." The killer had been hiding in her neighborhood; hiding in plain sight!  

 The woman had prayed for this day. Now it had arrived, and she didn’t know what to do. 

She found, to her surprise, that she didn’t really want to kill the young man, or throw him in jail, 

or torture him. In that moment of reckoning, she found she only wanted one thing: a son. 

 So she said to the young man, "I ask this of you. Come into my home and live with me. 

Eat the food I would have prepared for my son. Wear the clothes I would have made for my son. 

Become the son I lost." And so he did. 

 What a powerful illustration of truth received. You see, God revealed his truth to this 

woman and she had a choice to make. You know, my friend, that choice confronts you and me 

every time we are exposed to the truth. And sometimes, like this young man, the truth is hiding 

in plain sight! 
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 Today we’re continuing our study in Luke chapter eight. Our study is taken from verses 

16 to 21 and I’ve titled it “Hiding in Plain Sight.” Listen now as I read that portion of Scripture; 

Luke 8:16 to 21. 

 

 Our text informs us of several important FACTS concerning truth. Knowing these facts 

will help us understand how the truth is often “Hiding in Plain Sight.”  

 

The First FACT is, 

 Jesus Promised Truth Revealed 

 It is critical that we interpret and understand these verses in their context. The immediate 

context is the Parable of the Soils that we addressed in our previous teaching. If you go back to 

verse 10 you may have the impression that Jesus wanted to hide the truth from His hearers. But 

that would be a mistaken impression. In that verse Jesus said, “Unto you it is given to know the 

mysteries of the Kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and 

hearing they might not understand.” He was quoting from Isaiah 6:9.  

 But now look at what Jesus says in verse 16 of our text. I’m paraphrasing; “No one lights 

a lamp and then covers it with a bowl, or puts it under the bed. The very idea is ridiculous! 

Instead, he puts the lamp on a lamp stand so all who enter the house can see its light.”  

 What is Jesus saying? Jesus, the Light of the World, did not come to earth to hide the 

truth; He came to reveal it. In fact, He said “I am the Way, the TRUTH, and the Life…” The 

whole purpose of Jesus’ coming was to reveal the truth; to show us the Father. During His trial 

He told Pilate, “To this end I was born, and for this cause I came into the world, that I should 

bear witness unto the truth.” That’s John 18:37. 

 You see, in this text Jesus is continuing His discussion about people’s responses to the 

Word He taught. That’s what the parable of the soils was all about – people’s responses. I used to 

read verse 17 and think, “OK, whatever is done in secret will be proclaimed from the housetop.” 

Jesus does say that later on in Luke’s gospel. But I now understand Jesus to say in verse 17 that 

His goal is to make all things known to those who will hear and obey Him. 

 Jesus is telling His listeners, and you and me, that He came to progressively reveal the 

truth of God. He came to expand our knowledge and understanding to the point where we can 

know all that we need to know about Him and the Father! Before Jesus went to the cross He told 
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His followers in John 16:13 that “When the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into ALL 

truth.” Later, in his first epistle, the apostle, John writes, “And you have [an anointing] from the 

Holy One, and you know all things.”   

 I can only conclude that Jesus did not want the truth hidden. The only reason truth is 

hidden is because people refuse to accept it! The Pharisees and lawyers had already rejected the 

truth Jesus taught, so their eyes were blinded. The common people gladly heard and accepted 

Jesus’ teaching; as a result they understood the deeper truths of the Kingdom of God. They 

understood that the personification of Truth, Jesus Christ, was hiding among them in plain sight! 

 That same principle functions today. Those who embrace the truth and act on it receive 

more revelation, more understanding. Have you experienced the reality of this fact in your life? 

Are you growing in your understanding of the truth? 

 

The Second FACT [concerning truth] is, 

 Jesus Warned of Truth Reallocated 

 Now, look at verse 18. Jesus said, “Pay careful attention to how you hear…” If you look 

back to verse 8 of this chapter, right after Jesus finished giving the parable of the soils, He cried 

out “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” These words serve as a warning to those who were 

listening to Him.  

 Hearing, as it is used here in our text is not just about the vibrations of sound on the 

human eardrum. The meaning of akouo, that’s the Greek word, also contains the ideas of 

understanding and obedience. So let’s read the verse with this thought. “Pay close attention to 

how you understand and respond…” Now why is this distinction between hearing and 

understanding so important? It is important because of the result.  

 Notice the two possible results in verse 18: the one who has understanding will receive 

more understanding, while the one who lacks understanding will lose the little understanding that 

he has. Now I realize the text says that those who do not understand and obey will lose what 

“…[they] seem to have.”  

 Some commentators say these people never really had the truth, they just thought they 

did. But I agree with Adam Clarke in his assessment. He says, “To seem to have a thing, is only 

to have it in appearance, and not in reality. But what is possessed in appearance only can only be 
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taken away in appearance. Therefore, on the one side there is no gain, and on the other side no 

loss. On this ground the text speaks just nothing.”  

 It is clear, I believe, from the context that Jesus was speaking about the ones who were 

unwilling to embrace the truth. They would lose what they had. What did they have? They had 

the Word of God, the divine Seed planted in their hearts. According to what Jesus said, it had 

already produced some visible evidence, some good effects. But after their initial reception of the 

seed they allowed Satan, the cares of the world, the desire of riches, and the love of pleasure to 

destroy the potential fruit. So they would lose what they had.  

 This is why I said that Jesus warned about the truth being reallocated. Those who did not 

whole-heartedly embrace the truth would eventually have it removed from them. A prime 

example of this is recorded in John chapter 9. I don’t have time to read this whole chapter, but I 

urge you to read it later. Let me summarize. 

 A man who was blind from birth was miraculously healed by Jesus. After the healing, 

some of his neighbors took him to the Pharisees; they evidently knew who this man was. When 

they found out that Jesus had healed him, and on the Sabbath at that, they concluded that Jesus 

was performing miracles by the power of the Devil!  

 But the formerly blind man was spunky. He said in John 9:31; “Now we know that God 

does not hear sinners: but if any man is a worshiper of God, and does His will, Him He hears. 

Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born 

blind. If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.’  

 They answered and said unto him, ‘You were altogether born in sins, and do you teach 

us?’ And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, 

he said unto him, ‘Do you believe on the Son of God?’ He answered and said, ‘Who is he, Lord, 

that I might believe on him?’ And Jesus said unto him, ‘You have both seen him, and it is he who 

talks with you.’ And he said, ‘Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.’”  

 Now watch the contrast here. “And Jesus said, ‘For judgment I am come into this 

world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.’ And 

some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, ‘Are we blind 

also?’ Jesus said unto them, ‘If you were blind, you should have no sin: but now you say, We 

see; therefore your sin remains.’” Once again, the truth was ‘hiding’ in plain sight.  



5 

 

 A number of years ago, researchers of the human brain discovered the importance of 

mental stimulation for brain health and vitality. They coined the phrase “use it or lose it.” Studies 

show that the brain that is not mentally stimulated will atrophy. According to Jesus’ words in this 

text, the same applies to truth; you either use it or lose it! And that is what happened to the 

Pharisees of Jesus’ day; they lost what truth they already had. 

 My friend, are you in danger of having truth reallocated? Are you walking in obedience 

to the truth you already have. I can tell you, based on the authority of God’s Word, that if you 

live out what you know, your understanding of truth will grow. If you reject what you know, 

you’ll lose what you have.  

 

The Final FACT [concerning truth] is, 

 Jesus Spoke of Truth Redefined 

 Now we turn to the closing verses of our text; verses 19 to 21. Jesus family came to see 

Him but they couldn’t get close because the crowd was so dense. Some of those in the crowd 

told Him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, and they want to see you.”  

 It is critical for you and me to understand the importance and inviolability of family ties 

in the eastern cultures. This was true in Jesus’ day and still true today. While we in the west are 

accustomed to making decisions based on our individual preferences, many cultures of the east 

are not like that. The group, whether immediate family, larger clan, or tribe, makes collective 

decisions based on what they believe is best for the group, not the individual. This is the 

background in which Luke’s gospel was written.  

 The people who told Jesus that His family was waiting to speak to Him expected Him to 

make this His highest priority. But Jesus was about to redefine truth, or at least their perception 

of truth. (You know, that’s what the Sermon the Mount was, a redefinition of the perception of 

truth). Here, Jesus clearly pointed out to them that the kingdom of God follows a different 

pattern. He said, “My mother and my brothers are these who hear the Word of God, and do it.” 

That was a revolutionary statement to those listening!  

 And, it is still a revolutionary statement; from several perspectives. First, it lets us know 

that obedience to the Word of God is non-negotiable. In John 14:21 Jesus said “He that has my 

commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves me: and he that loves me shall be loved of my 
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Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” In verse 23 of that same chapter 

Jesus says, “The one who does not love me, does not keep my sayings.”  

 You and I can say whatever we want to say about our relationship to God. But Jesus 

gives the litmus test. What do you do with the truth you already have? Clearly, the way to gain a 

greater understanding of truth, the way to produce more fruit, is to walk in obedience to the light 

we already have. Conversely, the way to lose what we have is to disregard it.  

 Sadly, many are choosing that path today. They see truth as burdensome, restrictive, and 

irrelevant. But Jesus said “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” The apostle John wrote 

“For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 

grievous.” It is not surprising that our culture would disregard these realities, but it is 

discouraging to see many who profess to follow Christ ignore the clear teaching of Scripture.  

 Later in Luke’s gospel, Jesus strengthens this particular redefinition of truth by stating; 

“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 

brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth 

not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” Those words are just as powerful 

and heart-searching today for you and me when they were uttered by the lips of Jesus.  

 My friend, does the truth seem hidden to you? Do you have a desire to know more of 

God’s truth? Follow the light you have. Be committed to following the truth wherever it leads 

you. I can assure you, that choice will not make you the most popular person in your peer group; 

it will not make you the envy of the world, but it will, as Jesus said, make you free! 

  If you refuse to follow the truth you have, you will one day discover that you’ve lost 

what you had. If you think about it, you may have watched this process unfold in someone else’s 

life. And the results are tragic. Like the foolish man who built his house on sand, he and his 

entire household were swept away in the flood of evil – lost forever.  

 And finally, you must realize that the only definition of truth that really matters is God’s 

definition. In this text, Jesus redefined truth as it was understood in His time. That was His 

divine prerogative because He was and is the WAY, the TRTUH, and the LIFE. He was the 

epitome of truth hiding in plain sight.  
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