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“Commissioned to Proclaim the Gospel” 

Luke 9:1-6 

 

 When I was in junior high school, one of the classes we boys had to take was woodshop. 

The teacher was a bit eccentric, but I learned some fundamentals of woodworking in that class. 

Of course, the best part was the privilege of using basic hand tools to build simple projects. 

Because of that positive experience, I took woodshop as an elective in my sophomore year in 

high school. After that, I was hooked, and spent many years in the woodworking industry. To 

this day I enjoy it as a hobby.  

 One of my experiences was working with custom cabinetry. In the shop where I worked 

was an older man, an experienced cabinetmaker. He taught me most of the things I eventually 

learned about the trade. I wasn’t in any kind of formal apprenticeship, but I enjoyed that role 

with him and we got along with each other very well.  

 Something that always amazed me about him was his ability to fix other people’s 

mistakes. We worked in a shop with about a dozen employees and inevitably, somewhere in the 

process from building the cabinets to shipping them out the door, mistakes were made or product 

was damaged. When that happened, guess where they brought them to be fixed? To this older 

man I worked with. Very seldom was a piece beyond his ability to repair. As long as I live I will 

be grateful for the opportunity I had to work with him and learn from him.  

 Today, we hear a lot about mentoring; as though it were something new. It’s really not; 

it’s just another word for being an apprentice. Or there’s an even older term – a disciple. 

Whenever I hear that word, disciple, I think of the twelve – the disciples of Jesus. 

 As we’ve worked our way through Luke’s gospel we have seen how the twelve 

accompanied Jesus. They listened to His teaching. They watched how He responded to the needs 

of the people He met. They saw Him cleanse the lepers, restore sight to the blind, heal the lame, 

and even raise the dead to life. They heard His teaching, which was so different from the other 

rabbis of His day. And they saw Him live out what He taught.  

 In all of this they were learning what it meant to be His followers. But in every 

relationship like theirs, the time comes when the disciple, or apprentice, needs to have some 

hands-on experience. That’s what we see in the opening verses of Luke chapter nine. Jesus 
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commissions His disciples and sends them out to preach the gospel of the kingdom. They were 

going to take what they had learned and put it into practice.  

 Today, every person who repents of their sin and accepts by faith the sacrifice of Christ 

as the only acceptable payment for their sin, is forgiven, and becomes a disciple of  His. As 

disciples, you and I are called to proclaim the Gospel.  

 Much of what is recorded for us in the gospels is historical. It is part of the narrative that 

shows how Jesus began to establish the kingdom of God on earth. Not everything that Jesus and 

the twelve did are we commanded to do today. However, we can learn many things by observing 

the underlying principles of the historical narrative.  

 Our text for today illustrates this fact. In Luke 9:1 to 6 we see Jesus giving specific 

instructions about how the disciples were to carry out the assignment He was giving them. Jesus 

probably would not give us the exact same specifics today that He did back then. But there are 

still important principles we can learn as we study this text. 

 To begin, let me read for you Luke 9: 1 to 6. I’ve titled our study “Commissioned to 

Proclaim the Gospel.”  

 

In this text we note several important PRINCIPLES that should be understood by all who are 

“Commissioned to Proclaim the Gospel.”  

 

The First PRINCIPLE is, 

 Delegated Authority 

 Notice what happened here in our text. Jesus called the Twelve together for a meeting. 

He let them know that He was going to send them out as His ambassadors, His apostles, to 

preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. You see that in verse two. But they weren’t 

going to do it on their own strength! 

 Jesus bestowed on them “power and authority over ALL demons, and to cure diseases.” 

He gave them something they did not have on their own. I noticed in this text that these two 

ideas of authority and power are repeated several times. I found them in verses 1, 2, and 6.  

 I want you to think with me for a few moments about the meaning of these words; power 

and authority. Jesus gave the disciples power. This is from the Greek word, dunamis. That is, He 
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gave the disciples the ability, the force, the strength, to cast out demons and heal the sick. This 

Greek word is used 120 times in the New Testament and 77 times is translated power. Another 

11 times it is translated as “mighty work.” It is the root of the English word, dynamite – 

explosive power! 

 Verse 1 says that He also gave them authority. This is from the Greek word, exousi’a. By 

giving them authority, Jesus was giving them the right to act in His name. He was giving them 

jurisdiction over the forces of evil and disease. This same word, exousi’a, is used in John 1:12 

where John states; “But as many as received [Jesus], to them He gave power [authority] to 

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.” Numerous other translations 

substitute the word “right” for authority. Those who receive Jesus have the legal right to become 

the sons of God.  

 In these first two verses we see clearly the principle of delegated authority in those 

commissioned to proclaim the Gospel. Jesus gave to the Twelve both the “might and the right” to 

carry out their commission.  

 This principle still applies today to every disciple of Jesus. We have a delegated authority 

that comes to us by virtue of our relationship with Christ. The power and authority to proclaim 

the Gospel is not inherent in us; it is something we have received. We must never forget that!  

 As His disciples, you and I are called to proclaim the kingdom of God. Don’t let the 

word, preach, scare you off or make you think you’re exempt from the command. Kerusso (the 

Greek word) means to herald, proclaim, or publish something. We can all do that in one way or 

another. God has given me the tool of radio to use in proclamation; He’s most likely given you 

different tools. But we all work together toward the same goal – making Christ known!  

 Then what about having authority over demons; is that for us today? I believe it is. The 

Scripture tells us that Satan is the “…prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in 

the sons of disobedience.” He actively opposes God’s plan and accuses us before the Father. But 

you and I, through the power of the name of Jesus and the power of His blood, shed on the cross, 

have access to a power that is greater than any demonic force.  

 One of the powerful ways we can help fulfill this commission to proclaim the Gospel is 

to access the power of prayer. The apostle Paul, speaking about the unsaved in Second 

Corinthians 4:4 says; “…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
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them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” So you 

and I can use the delegated authority we have to ask the Father, in the name of Jesus and through 

the power of His blood, to bind the Satanic forces (the god of this world) and to open the eyes of 

the unsaved. John says we can confidently overcome these anti-Christ spirits “…because greater 

is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”   

 Numerous times in my work here at Heralds of Hope I have had a sense of demonic 

opposition. Calling on the name of Jesus and the power of His blood and asking Him to rebuke 

those spirits led to visible results and increased faith. I encourage you to use the delegated 

authority God has given to you in Jesus!  

 I believe that as time passes we are going to see more overt evidence of demonic 

influence. The preoccupation in our world with immorality and violence give plenty of evidence 

that Satan is having his way in the lives of many people. Unfortunately, many who profess to 

follow Jesus today are opening themselves to the power of demonic spirits. The music they listen 

to, the movies they watch, the video games they play, and the entertainment they engage in, all 

make them more vulnerable to the influence of evil. So we need to understand our authority in 

Christ and how to deal with these issues.  

 Now you may ask, “What about the command to heal the sick?” Okay, remember what I 

said at the beginning? Not everything that Jesus and the twelve did are we commanded to do 

today. Does that mean the gift of healing is obsolete or nonexistent? By no means! If you’re like 

me, you probably know people who were healed miraculously and instantaneously. To say that 

any of the gifts given by the Holy Spirit are nonexistent today, is putting a limit on God and His 

purposes. However, we do not see the exercise of this gift of healing nearly as much today as in 

the beginnings of the Gospel age.  

 But there is another point I’d like to make here. Look back at the end of verse 1. It says 

that Jesus gave the disciples power to cure diseases. The word cure is therapeu’o. In addition to 

the idea of curing disease, it means to care for, to wait upon, and to relieve. Those words all 

express compassion for those who are suffering and a willingness to serve them. That kind of 

compassion is an important component of proclaiming the kingdom of God.  

 While you and I may not be able to heal the way the disciples did, we can show 

compassion for those in need. As we observe in the life of Jesus, the alleviation of human 
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suffering accompanied by the proclamation of the Gospel is a powerful force in advancing the 

kingdom of God. And by the way, Christianity is the only religion that has developed charitable 

organizations that minister to people’s physical and social needs regardless of their race or 

religion! Schools, hospitals, leprosy colonies, and more all testify to this spirit of compassion.  

 In all of this, it is important for us to remember the words of Jesus in John 15:5; “…for 

without me, you can do nothing.” Failure to remember this important principle will lead to pride, 

arrogance, and spiritual ruin. The first principle for effective proclamation of the Gospel is the 

realization that we serve with a delegated authority.  

 

The Second PRINCIPLE is,  

 Delineated Simplicity 

 To delineate means to describe something in detail. That’s what Jesus did! Notice in 

verses 3 and 4 how Jesus gave the Twelve detailed commands about how to carry out their 

mission. Those commands present a clearly delineated simplicity.  

 First, take nothing for your journey. Wow! You mean start out with nothing – nothing at 

all? That is exactly what Jesus said. So there would be no confusion, He delineated the specifics.  

 Don’t carry a staff, that is, a walking stick, a cudgel, a means of protection. “I’m sending 

you out and I will protect you.” Don’t take a wallet; in that day they were used for carrying extra 

food. Next, don’t carry extra food. Well, that makes sense since they weren’t supposed to have a 

carrying bag. In addition, leave your money at home.  

 And finally, do not take two coats. The Greek word here is chiton and refers to a close-

fitting inner garment. Today, it would be the equivalent of leaving your clean underwear at home 

when you go on a trip. Imagine that! 

 So what is the point of all this? I believe Jesus was sending the disciples out like this for a 

reason. He wanted them to rely on Him and Him only. They were being sent out with His power 

and authority. He wanted them to understand that He could protect them and provide for their 

every need. Having no resources of their own to fall back on, they would put their faith and trust 

fully in Him. We humans often want a fall-back position, an out; in case things don’t go the way 

we think they should. Jesus gave the disciples no fall-back position.  
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 It also seems that these restrictions, along with the unfolding context of Luke chapter 9, 

point to a fairly short space of time for them to carry out their mission. So this was most likely 

not a mission that went on for months.  

 Are these commands Jesus gave the Twelve still the model for missions? I confess, I have 

only met one or two persons in my lifetime that came anywhere close to following these specific 

commands; and they seemed to me to be somewhat mentally and spiritually unstable. I’m not 

saying that someone who does this is crazy; I’m just relating my own experience.  

 One major difference between the setting here in Luke 9 and our setting today is the 

whole issue of hospitality. In the culture of the Bible lands hospitality to others was a 

requirement! Think of the widow in Zarephath who took the last food she had and gave it to the 

prophet, Elijah. She had no idea that God would use her obedience to sustain her and her son; yet 

she showed hospitality. If you read the Scriptures carefully you’ll see this display of hospitality 

again and again. It was this kind of hospitality the disciples were to rely on.  

 Even today, hospitality in the eastern part of the world is given much more readily than in 

the West. In the Southeast Asian countries I’ve visited I’ve experienced this kind of hospitality. 

People have so little in comparison to what most of us in the West enjoy, yet they gladly 

sacrifice their very best to entertain a complete stranger! It’s a humbling experience.  

 Another part of this whole issue was where they were to stay as they went out to proclaim 

the Gospel. Jesus told them to go to one house, and once they were received there, to stay as long 

as they were in that town. How would you like that kind of visitor?  

 So, if Jesus does not expect you and me to follow this delineated simplicity literally, 

should we just ignore it and move on? No, that is not why Matthew was moved by the Holy 

Spirit to record this teaching. Once again, there are broader principles here. 

 Have you ever thought about how much more quickly the Gospel could be spread, how 

many more people could hear the Good News if we all learned to live with less? I know, some of 

you think that now I left off preaching and have gone to meddling! But Jesus does not ask His 

disciples, then or now, to do things He was unwilling to do. Jesus stated in His teaching that food 

and clothing are the two necessities of our human existence. We often add a third one – I think, 

legitimately - shelter or housing. But my possessions go way beyond those necessities, and I 

assume yours do too.  



7 

 

 It’s not hard to see how our failure to live simply affects our ability to proclaim the 

Gospel; whether we serve in our local community or in some country halfway around the world. 

 Most people who feel called to missions take necessary and practical training to prepare 

for the field. They take time to be mentored or discipled those with missions experience. 

Sometimes, that training saddles them with financial debts. (I don’t really think that’s God’s 

plan, but it happens.) So they need to work for a few years to pay off that debt. Then, once that’s 

done they need to raise support so they can go to the field of their calling. Some of them will 

spend many months raising finances so they can afford a standard of living similar to what they 

enjoyed at home. In all that time, people who have never heard the Gospel are entering eternity 

without Christ. 

 There are, however, a growing number of people who are pursuing a different path. They 

understand the need for training in missions and they are getting that training. But once the 

training is finished, they head for their particular field of service, trusting God to provide for 

their needs. Yes, they have friends, and even local church congregations supporting them, but 

they do not ask for funds. When they have needs they pray and ask God to supply their needs. If 

others ask about their work, or if they have needs, they freely and honestly answer the questions. 

But they do not require a certain level of funding before they leave for the field. Somehow, their 

way of doing it seems closer to the model Jesus introduces here.  

 On the other hand are those who stay at home in their local communities. They enjoy a 

more familiar environment. They maintain their employment, build up their savings or retirement 

account, and perhaps purchase a vacation home somewhere. They have the latest ‘toys’ and 

electronic gadgets that the world promotes as symbols of status.  

 They know their resources should enable them to share the Gospel freely but their 

lifestyle requires more and more finances. Some even give generously to missions – to support 

those who have gone to a foreign field. But from all appearances, their goal seems to be 

accumulation rather than gospel proclamation. And that process of accumulation can also 

prevent them from sharing the gospel with their neighbors.  

 I will be the first to admit, this principle of delineated simplicity is difficult in my culture 

that measures success by the amount of things we have. But we really should not be looking for 
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the approval of our culture, but for the approval of God on our lives and our lifestyle. The gospel 

is definitely countercultural!  

 If you and I are going to obey this principle, it is going to take intentional effort on our 

part. We will need to make conscious choices to reject a materialistic worldview. Under the 

guidance of God’s Holy Spirit we will deny ourselves certain things so we can use more of our 

resources to proclaim the Gospel. This self-denial does not earn us salvation or special favor with 

God. It is simply a matter of discipleship; voluntarily limiting myself in order that others may 

learn of God’s love for them through Jesus.  

 I don’t know about you, but my tendency is to look at others, especially those who have 

more than I do, and find fault with their lifestyle. But I need to ask God how well I’m doing in 

this area of delineated simplicity? Are there changes that I need to make for the sake of the 

Gospel? I’m sure there are some. And I believe God wants you to examine your lifestyle too!  

 You know, the Scriptures teach that we followers of Jesus will one day need to give an 

account of our stewardship. I’m not sure what all will be included in that reckoning and how the 

Lord will handle that process; but wouldn’t it be tragic if He revealed to us that because of our 

lavish lifestyle, there were those who missed Heaven because they never heard the Gospel?  

 And here’s another question for you to ponder. “Does our failure to live simply affect the 

first principle, the flow of delegated authority through our lives? Will God entrust you and me 

with His authority and power if we fail to embrace this second principle?” Serious reflection on 

those questions will most likely call for changes in our lives.  

 If you and I are going to effectively fulfill our commission to proclaim the Gospel, we 

cannot ignore this principle of delineated simplicity.  

 

The Final PRINCIPLE is, 

 Demarcated Responsibility 

 To demarcate something means to set boundaries. Jesus set clear boundaries for the 

Twelve outlining their responsibility. They were fully equipped to carry out their responsibilities, 

but they were not responsible for the acceptance or rejection of their message.  

 Matthew’s account of this same event records Jesus telling the disciples to be selective in 

finding a base of operations for their ministry. They were to inquire about a suitable place to stay 
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in the town. If indeed they found the advice they received to be accurate, they were to stay there 

as long as they were active in the area. They weren’t to move from house to house, perhaps in 

the quest for better accommodations. When they left that home the peace they had brought, 

authorized by the Master, would rest on that household.  

 If the report they had received was not accurate and the house was not worthy, by their 

evaluation, their pronouncement of peace would return to them. Then there was one final 

possibility – outright rejection. If they came to a house recommended to them, and were rejected 

out of hand, when they left town they were to shake off the dust of their feet as a witness of 

condemnation against the house or city that refused them.  

 Rejecting these ambassadors of Christ was a serious matter. Matthew and Mark both 

record Jesus saying that more mercy would be shown to Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of 

Judgment than to those cities that refused the witness of the disciples. Knowing the sin of Sodom 

and Gomorrah we may wonder how this can be.  

 Here, I believe, is part of the reason. The Twelve were sent out by Jesus’ authority. Those 

who rejected them were not just rejecting the disciples – they were rejecting Jesus. And so the 

punishment for rejecting the disciples of Jesus was severe. Sodom and Gomorrah never had the 

privilege of entertaining such heavenly messengers like these cities around Galilee.  

 This brings to mind the words of Jesus in Luke 12:47 and 48; “ And that servant, which 

knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten 

with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 

with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to 

whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.”  

 We read in the final verse of our text, that after receiving these instructions, the disciples 

went through the towns, preaching the gospel (or evangelizing) and healing everywhere. They 

took their commission seriously and went out to exercise the power and the authority granted to 

them by Jesus.  

 Today, we, like them, have a clearly demarcated responsibility. We have been given what 

we often call “The Great Commission.” It is a mandate to take the gospel of Christ to the whole 

world. In that commission we are commanded to make disciples in every people group. Part of 

that process is teaching them to keep, obey, and guard all things that Jesus commanded (that 
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includes the entire New Testament). If we do that we are promised the presence of Jesus as long 

as the world stands. Our mission, our responsibility, is clearly defined.  

 Also, like the Twelve, we are not responsible for what people do with the message. God 

will hold them accountable for their response. However, having said that, I would also say that 

we should not do things that will hinder people’s response to the message. Our character, our 

conduct, and our lifestyle should be things that point people to Christ, not turn them away.  

 If you are a follower of Christ, I urge you to reflect on the commission you have to 

proclaim the gospel. Do you understand that the authority and power you have as a disciple has 

been delegated to you? I remind you that you have a delegated authority that comes to you by 

virtue of your relationship with Christ. The power and authority to proclaim the Gospel is not 

inherent in you; it is something you have received. You must never forget that! 

 And how are you fleshing out the principle of delineated simplicity? Have you ever 

thought about how much more quickly the Gospel could be spread, how many more people could 

hear the Good News if you and I learned to live with less? It’s not too hard to see how our failure 

to live simply affects our ability to proclaim the Gospel; whether we serve in our local 

community or in some country halfway around the world. 

 Finally, have you accepted the principle of demarcated responsibility? Do you know what 

God expects of you as one of His children? What role are you filling in the command to make 

disciples of all nations? As one who is commissioned to proclaim the gospel, how well do you 

understand these principles; and are they a part of your daily life? 

 Gracious Heavenly Father, we come to you in the name of Jesus confessing our need of 

you. We find it so easy to forget about or ignore the commission we all have to proclaim the 

gospel. We find it easy to be overcome with the cares of this life, and the deceitfulness of riches. 

Oh God, forgive us and open our eyes to the needs of those around us. 

 Thank you, Father, for the opportunity and privilege of looking into your Word together 

with my listening friend. Thank you for speaking to our hearts through your Holy Spirit, and 

calling us into a deeper understanding and practice of these important principles. May our lives 

be changed as a result of our study and your Spirit’s working in us. And, may the lives of those 

around us be changed as we share the gospel with them. This I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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