
1 

 

“Rewards for Kingdom Ambassadors” 

Luke 10:17-24 

 

 Many years ago a traveling businessman came into a hotel to get a room for the night. 

The hotel clerk informed him that every room in the building had been taken. Naturally, he was 

quite upset, until a portly gentleman standing nearby stepped forward and offered to share his 

room with him. In those days an offer like that was not unusual and he thankfully accepted.  

 Before going to bed, the portly man knelt beside it and prayed. In his prayer he 

specifically mentioned his guest for the night. In the morning the gentleman informed his guest 

that it was his custom to read a portion of God’s Word and pray before taking up the 

responsibilities of the day. The effect this had upon the man was moving. A strange feeling came 

over him; the Holy Spirit had been working in his heart all the night. When gently pressed by his 

host to accept the Lord Jesus as his personal Savior, the businessman’s resistance vanished. A 

soul had been won for Christ!  

 But the guest wondered, “Who is this humble ambassador of Christ, who so strikingly 

resembles a member of President Wilson’s cabinet?” Later that morning, before going their 

separate ways, the men exchanged business cards. To the guest’s amazement he read the name, 

"William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of State." 

 William Jennings Bryan carried the title of Secretary of State in the Wilson 

administration. But, based on this snapshot from his life, he also carried the title of Ambassador 

for the Kingdom of God. He evidently understood the source of real power was not in the 

President he respected and served, but in the King whom he worshipped and served.  

 In our exposition of the first sixteen verses of this chapter we examined Jesus’ 

“Instructions for Kingdom Ambassadors.” In today’s text, verses seventeen to twenty-four, Jesus 

lists the “Rewards for Kingdom Ambassadors.”  

  One thing to keep in mind as we examine this text is the role of an ambassador. In the 

United States, an ambassador is the highest ranking, personal representative of our nation’s 

President. He is bound by oath to follow the President’s orders and the policy of his country, 

even if he personally disagrees.  
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 In the opening of this chapter, Jesus sent the Seventy as ambassadors. The first sixteen 

verses show us how they followed His instructions and fulfilled their responsibilities. Our text 

today reveals the rewards they received. Those same rewards await all who faithfully serve Him.  

 Listen now as I read the text, Luke 10:17 to 24.  

 

 Our text records the return of the Seventy from their mission and the several REWARDS 

Jesus promised them for their faithfulness. These rewards can be ours too.  

 

The First REWARD (for kingdom ambassadors) is, 

 Authority Over the Enemy 

 Look back over the instructions Jesus gave these Seventy prior to their mission. Those 

instructions focused on the success of the mission at the expense of personal comfort. With the 

Spartan conditions their mission demanded, you and I might be justified in thinking the Seventy 

were just glad to get it done and get back home. But that’s not the case! 

 Look at verse seventeen. “The Seventy returned with joy, with great gladness.” They 

were filled with joy and it was spilling out all over! They were excited about the power of Christ 

that flowed through them. In spite of the hardships and rejection they encountered, they were 

overjoyed with what happened as they followed Jesus’ commands. This is the experience of all 

true followers of Christ.  

 And why were they so joyful? Because the demons were being subject, they were being 

obedient to their commands in the name of Christ! The verb tense indicates something that is 

happening even as the speaker is making the statement. Reading Jesus’ earlier instructions shows 

us He had not included the fact that the demonic spirits would be subject to them. So they were 

excited. Wouldn’t you have been excited with results like that?  

 In response to their joy, Jesus reminds them of something very important. Verse eighteen 

records Jesus saying; “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” A more literal translation 

would be, “I was beholding or watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” In other words, 

the Seventy were fulfilling their mission, preaching and healing the sick. They were also casting 

out the demons, and Jesus was right there with them watching what was happening! He was not a 
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detached observer but an interested participant. It was His power that energized them. 

Understanding the reality of Jesus’ presence should be a tremendous encouragement to us.   

 Frederic Godet expresses the thought this way; “While you were expelling the 

subordinates, I was beholding the Master fall.” I like that, don’t you? A.T. Robertson’s paints 

this word picture; “As a flash of lightning out of heaven, quick and startling, so the victory of the 

Seventy over the demons, the agents of Satan, forecast his downfall and Jesus in vision pictured 

it as a flash of lightning.” What the Seventy accomplished in their mission, Jesus saw as a 

foreshadowing of Satan’s ultimate defeat.  

 In verse 19 Jesus told them He was giving them authority to trample serpents and 

scorpions [like treading out grapes in a winepress]. The progression is from poisonous to most 

poisonous! Paul’s experience on the island of Malta confirms this promise. However, this 

protection from actual reptiles and arachnids was of short duration – like the mission of the 

Seventy. Even during the apostolic age many disciples did not escape injury or death. 

Missionaries both ancient and modern have suffered from the poisonous bites of the creatures 

Jesus listed.  

 There is also the probability that Jesus was including figurative language here. The 

serpents and scorpions represent the forces of evil – think of the promise in Genesis 3:15. Jesus 

Christ came to crush the head of the serpent, Satan.  

 But Jesus is just beginning to list the things that will fall under their authority. He goes on 

to say “…and over ALL the power (dunamis) of the enemy…” Part of the reward of being a 

faithful ambassador is receiving Christ’s authority over nature and over all the supernatural 

ability of the Evil One. “And --- nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Jesus certainly does not 

mean this promise to create presumption or foolhardiness on our part. You can recall how He 

repelled Satan’s suggestion on the pinnacle of the temple.  

 In this statement of protection, Jesus uses not just a double-negative, but a triple one! 

And incidentally, in Greek, a double-negative does not cancel out the negative meaning; it 

strengthens it. The faithful kingdom ambassador is invincible until his work is finished. And only 

God knows when that time arrives.  

 It should be immediately clear to us that protection from physical harm is not the primary 

promise in this struggle we have with Satan. The closing verses of Hebrews chapter 11 remind us 
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there were many whose lives were not spared from physical death. And Paul tells us that by 

taking the shield of faith we will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. He wrote 

those words sitting in prison, an ambassador in bonds.  

 Finally, in this section, Jesus counsels the Seventy against rejoicing too much in this 

power that has been granted to them. They were in danger of rejoicing more in the authority 

they’d been given than in the One who gave it! We are, like them, aren’t we? Prone to rejoice in 

the gifts we receive from Jesus, rather than rejoicing primarily in the relationship with Him. 

Jesus reminded them there is a cause for greater rejoicing. They are to rejoice because their 

names are engraved in the books of heaven! Without this record of their identity, and ours, there 

would be no standing with Christ, and there would be no power over the enemy. 

 Why does the church seem so weak and powerless today? Is it because we as 

ambassadors have our own agenda? Is it because we think we can carry out God’s work in our 

own way with our human ingenuity? Do we live as though God’s ways are no longer relevant to 

the times we’re living in?  

 We have lots of programs but little power. Confidence in our ability and methods may be 

the greatest hindrance to our receiving and experiencing power over the enemy. We cannot have 

the reward of authority without the discipline of obedience! 

  

The Next REWARD (for kingdom ambassadors) is, 

  Discovery Through the Son 

 It is through the Son that we discover who God the Father is. And that discovery fills our 

hearts with joy.   

 Immediately after joining in the rejoicing of the Seventy, Jesus’ heart overflows with 

rejoicing to the Father. In that very hour He was exceeding joyful. He was exultant in the Holy 

Spirit. He is rejoicing in the success of the Seventy and His observation of their mission. And 

His rejoicing finds expression in praise to His Father. In this, He sets the example for us.  

 The Seventy could see the effects of the power of Jesus’ name, but could not see the 

action in the realm of the spirits. Jesus could see all of it! This is one of those rare cases in which 

the veil is lifted from off the Redeemer’s inner man, that, angel-like, we may “look into it” for a 
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moment. You and I should gaze on this scene with reverential wonder. As we understand what it 

was that produced that mysterious ecstasy, our hearts should rise in wonder and awe. 

 Let’s look at Jesus’ prayer of thanksgiving. “I thank you Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, that you have hidden these things from the educated and intelligent, and have revealed 

them to infants. Even so, Father, for it seemed desirable in your sight.  

 ALL things have been entrusted to Me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is, 

except the Father; and [no one knows] who the Father is, except the Son, and the person(s) to 

whom the Son will reveal Him.” Jesus stands as the gatekeeper, if you will, before the Father. In 

John 14:6 Jesus told us that NO ONE, NO ONE can come to the Father, except through Him.  

 When Paul tells us in First Corinthians 1:26 that “…not many wise men according to the 

flesh are called” [to be kingdom ambassadors], he is merely echoing the words of Jesus here in 

our text. Jesus said that the Father hides or conceals these things. What things does He hide? 

The things that are explained in verses 17 to 20.  

 Wise men according to the flesh reject the supernatural. They will never acknowledge the 

amazing works of God because they refuse to see them! Their intellect limits their ability to see 

anything beyond the physical world. Their refusal to believe reminds me of the words of the 

song; “there is none so blind, as he who will not see.” Their unbelief is a conscious choice. If 

they can’t see something, or test it in a laboratory, it doesn’t exist. 

 They scoff at those who believe that Satan is a literal being. They picture him as cartoon 

character; a little man with horns, holding a pitchfork. Their view of Satan shouldn’t surprise us 

because recent polls tell us that almost two-thirds of self-identified, born-again Christians don’t 

believe in a literal, personal Devil!  

 Intellectual people laugh at the preaching of the Gospel. A dead man raised to life? Come 

on! Even if it were true, what difference does it make a couple thousand years later? Me, a 

sinner? What an antiquated idea. According to Second Corinthians 4:4, because they refuse to 

believe the truth, the god of this world, Satan, is permitted to blind their eyes even further!  

 Notice with me what Jesus did. He praised His Father for revealing the truth to infants. 

The Greek word is nepios – a child who is too young to speak plainly. What’s up with that? 

What do we know about infants (or toddlers) that’s relevant to this discussion? They are 

completely dependent and they are completely trusting. They don’t already “know it all.”  
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 It reminds me of a young man I know who was offered a job in a machine shop. When he 

was told he’d be operating a computerized milling machine he said, “I must tell you I don’t have 

any experience operating a machine like that.” The prospective employer responded by saying; 

“Good, then we can train you to operate in the way we want it to be done. We won’t have to 

‘retrain’ you.” The employer wisely understood that the young man’s character was more 

important than his knowledge!  

 This childlikeness is not an argument for immature actions. Instead, it is a call for 

simplicity of mind. Children are very trusting; they exercise faith. They believe what you tell 

them. Faith is the currency of the kingdom of God. Jesus said, “…unless you become like little 

children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” That’s Matthew 18:3. And the writer of 

Hebrews reminds us “Without faith it is impossible to please (or satisfy) God.”  

 Another aspect of childlikeness is humility. This characteristic is closely linked with 

faith. The humble ones know they don’t have all the answers. They are open to receiving truth. 

They are willing to accept the lower position; they don’t have to be the center of attention.  

 And notice what Jesus said about these “little ones.” He said it was the Father’s “good 

pleasure” to reveal to them the very things that were hidden from the educated and the 

intelligent. It is His delight, pleasure, and satisfaction to reveal His truth (actually, to reveal 

Himself) to those who exercise simple faith and trust in Him!  

 Then Jesus goes on, in verse 22, to remind us that ALL things have been entrusted to 

Him by the Heavenly Father. He has ALL authority; no exceptions! He is the gatekeeper of all 

truth. He is the sole mediator of our salvation. So then, if anyone wants to know the Father (and 

this is the knowledge of experience, not just knowing about something), he must come to that 

knowledge through Jesus. I’ll say more about this verse later.  

 Robertson describes this amazing interaction this way; “[This] is an ecstatic prayer in the 

presence of the Seventy under the rapture of the Holy Spirit on terms of perfect equality and 

understanding between the Father and the Son in the tone of the priestly prayer in John 17. We 

are justified in saying that this prayer of supreme Fellowship with the Father in contemplation of 

final victory over Satan gives us a glimpse of the prayers with the Father when the Son spent 

whole nights on the mountain alone with the Father. Here is the Messianic consciousness in 

complete control and with perfect confidence in the outcome.” 
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 In this verse Jesus expresses a unique intimacy with the Father. An intimacy no one can 

experience UNLESS it is uncovered or revealed by the Son. The word used here literally means 

the drawing aside of a veil. There were many in Jesus’ day, especially religious people, who 

could’ve had that veil drawn aside; if only they would’ve believed what He said. And, the same 

is true today. The route to the discovery of Truth, with a capital T, runs through the person of the 

Son, Jesus Christ. The discovery of truth leads to the final reward for kingdom ambassadors. 

 

The Final REWARD (for kingdom ambassadors) is, 

  Intimacy With the Father   

 After His prayer of thanksgiving and joy, Jesus turns to the Twelve with a private 

message. “Blessed are your eyes which see the things you see…”  

 In the previous section, Jesus expressed His intimacy with the Father. He was one with 

the Father and the Father was one with Him. Now He acknowledges the unique privilege of the 

disciples in sharing that intimacy. That intimacy is summed up in the word blessed.  

 Trying to define the word blessed is not easy. Happy certainly doesn’t capture the 

meaning, because happiness is based on happenings, on circumstances. And, contrary to much of 

the “health and wealth” gospel proclaimed today, God’s blessing is often experienced on the 

pathway of hardship and pain.  

 The Greek word is mak’arios. Spiros Zodhiates writes; “The blessed person is one whom 

God makes fully satisfied, not because of favorable circumstances, but because He indwells the 

believer through Christ.” It was this indwelling presence that motivated Paul’s words, “I have 

learned in whatever circumstance I am to be content.” How I long for the day when I can make 

that statement with Paul; to say truthfully that I am satisfied with Christ alone!  

 Jesus went on to remind the disciples “that many prophets and kings had a great desire 

to see [understand] the things you see, and have not seen; and to hear the things you hear, and 

have not heard.” Jesus’ use of the word ‘you’ in this text is emphatic. It is setting up a clear 

contrast between the prophets and kings, and Jesus’ disciples.  

 In other words, those persons of unique privilege, the prophets and kings, were not able 

to experience intimacy with Christ like the disciples. All the prophets and kings had was a 
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tantalizing glimpse of what was yet to come! The disciples had Jesus actual, physical presence, 

but even then, their knowledge was incomplete until the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

 As we reflect on this reward of intimacy, I want to go back to something Jesus said in 

verse 22. He said “no one knows the Son except the Father; and no one knows who the Father is 

except the Son --- and the person to whom the Son reveals Him.”  

 The English word “know” in verse 22 is translated from the Greek work ginosko. Trench 

says “ginosko [means] ‘to come to know,’ and is used of knowledge acquired and communicated 

objectively.” This kind of knowledge is not something you know instinctively or by intuition. It is 

the kind of knowledge you accumulate by experience.  

 This same word, ginosko, is used in Matthew 1:25. Describing Joseph’s relationship with 

his wife, Mary, the text states; “And [he] knew [ginosko] her not until she had brought forth her 

firstborn son…”  Here, ginosko, is used as a euphemism for sexual intimacy. Joseph did not 

experience sexual intimacy with Mary until after Jesus was born!  

 Now you may wonder what this has to do with our text. I’m trying to help us understand 

this concept of knowing, this reward of intimacy, that’s promised to kingdom ambassadors. It is 

something that develops out of our loving, obedient relationship with the Father through His Son. 

Jesus told the disciples He is the only one who can “draw back the veil” and provide the intimacy 

we so desire!   

 In John 14:21 Jesus said, “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 

loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 

myself [make myself known] to him.” Jesus told the disciples that their obedience would 

motivate Him to reveal more of Himself to them. That is, He would allow them to know Him 

more intimately. You reveal secrets to those who have earned your trust, not to strangers.  

 It is this concept of ‘knowing’ that provides the basis for the analogy between husband 

and wife, and Christ and the Church. A husband and wife who obey God’s commands 

experience a level of intimacy, in spirit, soul, and body that is unknown to those who ignore or 

reject those commands. Earlier in this teaching I said that the word, blessed, expresses the idea of 

full satisfaction. I can testify to the reality of that satisfaction and intimacy in my own marriage 

relationship. I have been blessed with a godly wife!  
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 A couple can be legally married, but not have much intimacy. The intimacy comes when 

selfless love, respect, and mutual submission are part of the relationship. Likewise, a person can 

be saved but not have much intimacy with the Father. Why? Because he or she picks and chooses 

which commands to obey! They know their disobedience brings God’s displeasure, but they 

make their pleasure a higher priority than His. Their lack of obedience limits the degree to which 

Jesus makes Himself known to them.  

 Both the Twelve, whom Jesus addresses here, and the Seventy could experience an 

intimacy with Jesus and the Father that others could not. Why? Because they were fully obedient 

to the commands He had given them in fulfilling their role as kingdom ambassadors.  

 Jesus' teaching in this text glorified the privilege of being a disciple of His. Too often the 

responsibilities of discipleship make following Jesus appear very threatening and unattractive, 

but the rewards of discipleship far outweigh its costs. In view of this revelation, you and I as 

disciples of Jesus should feel encouraged to participate wholeheartedly and fully in God's 

mission for us. 

 My friend, are you a kingdom ambassador? Are you a child of God? You can’t be one 

without the other! Remember, the authority of an ambassador is not his own. His authority is 

delegated to him by the one he serves. Even if his own will, his own desires, his own conclusions 

on a matter are contrary to those of his authority, he must follow the commands of his superior. 

He is not free to interject his own ideas. So it is with our mission as kingdom ambassadors.  

 This Scripture portion we’ve looked at promises rewards for faithful kingdom 

ambassadors. It is certainly proper for us, like the Seventy, to rejoice in the authority we exercise 

in and through the name of Jesus. But we must remember to be more excited about our 

relationship with the Giver than with the gifts He gives! If your name is engraved on the books 

of Heaven you have an unshakeable reward.  

 When we focus on the Giver, and on our obedience to His commands, we begin to see, 

hear, and understand things that only Jesus can reveal. Jesus said He will reveal Himself and the 

Father to the childlike ones, the humble, simple, trusting ones; not to those who see themselves 

as wise and intelligent.  

 Finally, our loving obedience to the Father and the Son will open to us a growing level of 

intimacy with them. In John 14:23 Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
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Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” I don’t know 

about you, but I want to be ‘at home’ with the Father.  

 My friend, are you experiencing these rewards as a faithful kingdom ambassador? If not, 

you can begin today.   

 Heavenly Father, we marvel that you would entrust us with your awesome authority. We 

rejoice that you have engraved our names in your book; that we have a secure future in Heaven. 

We thank you too that you’ve chosen to reveal yourself to us through your Son, Jesus, the Living 

Word. We praise you for showing us how we can develop a deeper level of understanding and 

intimacy with you.  

 Father, place within our hearts the desire and the power to walk in obedience to your 

Word so we can experience the full reward of a faithful, kingdom ambassador. I ask this for my 

friend and for me in the precious name of Jesus, Amen.  

   

 


